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A Message from your ALC President…. 
 
Dear American Lutheran Family, 
 
      Livingston’s beautiful summer has found us, and 
the parade, rodeo and tourists are back.  The feeling 
of normality is terrific.  ALC will continue and 
slowly return to full worship service with music, 
liturgy, singing, communion and the “real” sharing 
of the peace. 
      Your council will continue to work on projects 
for church maintenance and improvements, which 
include putting two flower boxes by the Buettner 
memorial bench on Lewis Street and lighting 
improvements to the fellowship hall. We are seeking 
bids and advice as how to address the problem. The 
chimney on the east side of the church needs some 
masonry work to make it more stable and the soffit, 
facia and rain gutters need to be replaced.   The 
council will not meet in July, as everyone is busy 
with summer activities and guests, however if there 
is a need, contact anyone of us. 
     Tuesday, June 15, a combined meeting was held 
with both the call committee and council present in 
order to brainstorm new avenues in finding a pastor 
for ALC. Some ideas arose that both groups will be 
considering. Both the call committee and council 
want to reassure the congregation that a search is, and 
always has been a top priority. 
     Anyone in the congregation who may feel a need 
for religious counseling, please contact the office or 
council members, and we will arrange a meeting with 
either LPA Dale Guidi, Pastor Tim Spring, or Pastor 

Grant Barnett Christenson. This will be done in 
complete privacy. 
     The council wishes you a beautiful, enjoyable and 
safe summer. 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                                        
       Dennis Springer, ALC Council President                                                                                                                        
 
 

Dale’s Message to ALC….. 
 
     Peace and Grace from the Lord Jesus to all of 
you.  Last month I wrote about the  Morning 
Blessing from Martin Luther's Small 
Catechism.  This month I would like to refresh our 
memories with the Evening Blessing...According to 
Martin Luther in the evening, when you go to bed, 
you are to make the sign of the holy cross and say:  
“God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit watch over me. 
Amen" 
 
Then kneeling or standing, say the Apostles Creed 
and the Lord's Prayer.  In addition you may recite this 
little prayer as well:  “I give thanks to you, heavenly 
Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you 
have graciously protected me today.  I ask you to 
forgive all my sins, where I have done wrong, and 
graciously to protect me tonight.  Into your hands I 
commend myself: my body, my soul, and all that is 
mine.  Let your holy angel be with me, so that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen." 
 
After this Dr. Luther says you are to go to sleep 
quickly and cheerfully.   
 
Have a good summer and may the Lord Bless You! 
 
 
                                Dale Guidi, LPA 
  
 

**************** 
The next ALC  Council Meeting will be held Sunday, 
August 8 following worship. 

           **************** 
 
 



 

June & July Birthdays 
     June 
 5  Eric Bueling 
 11  LuVerne Briggs 
 12  John Hillard 
 17  Barb Vietz 
 25  Cooper Jett 
 
     July 
 1  Dale Guidi 
 3  Donna Benson 
 3  Deb Downs 
 7  Myrna Dehn 
 8  Diana West 
 14  Deanna Egeland 
 18  Becki Blankenship Bare 
 19  Erica Evanson 
 20  Rod Olson 
 24  Vicky Ryles 
 27  Marilyn Burdick 
 

Worship Leaders 
June 25 – Dale Guidi, LPA 
July 4 – Dale Guidi, LPA 
July 11 – Lorrie Vennes, LPA 
July 18 – Pastor Tim Spring 
July 25 – Pastor Grant Barnett Christenson 
 

 
Offerings & Local Benevolence 

     Weeks may have passed since you walked through the 
doors of ALC and worshiped, face-to-face.  Despite all of 
this, we are called to be church together. Our church 
continues to minister to its members, to those hurting 
and to those in need.  Please know that your offerings 
are part of the lifeblood of this congregation and its 
work.  We want to continue to be good stewards.  Your 
offerings may be sent to:   

American Lutheran Church 
  PO Box 1259 
  Livingston, MT 59047. 

        June benevolence will be given to the Christikon 
Bible Camp.  July benevolence will be given to the Park 
County Rural Fire Department.  Simply indicate this on 
the memo line.  
 

Call Committee Update 
 

 The Call committee continues to work on other 
ways of “getting the word out”.   The pastoral search is ever 
changing and hopefully more candidates will consider a call 
after Covid.  If anyone has an opportunity to network with 
family or friends in other parts of the country please 
mention our desire to find a pastor for our congregation.  
You never know how God might work in this situation.    
  

PRAYERS FOR SUPPORT & GUIDANCE: 
+ For all first responders and our military who place 
themselves in daily danger to help and protect 
others. 
+ For medical and support staff dealing with the 
 Covid-19 pandemic. 
+ For Fire Fighters as they work to keep our lands 
and homes safe. 
+ For those we have a lost from COVID-19 and 
those friends and family who have lost a loved one. 
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING 
+ Lynnette Evanson, for continued healing. 
+ Linda Holland, for healing.  
+ Deanna Egeland, for healing and recovery. 
+ Vicky & Mike Ryles, for healing. 
+ Clarke Smith, for healing. 
+ Lovie Hanson, for healing. 
+ Carol Fagerli, for healing. 
+ Eddie Huber, for healing. 
+ Carol O’Dell, for healing. 
+ Judy Harris for healing. 
  



 
 

“Come to the Table”…VBS 
 

Vacation Bible School is coming to American 
Lutheran Church Monday – Thursday, August 9-12, 
9-11:30 am.   Come to the Table will be a four-
day opportunity for children ages 4-10 to explore 
four stories about Jesus from the Gospels of Luke 
and John.  These stories revel the generosity of 
God, the transforming power of Jesus’ welcome, 
and give us a model for living and sharing God’s 
hospitality with all people.  Jesus Loves Everyone!  
The morning will include Bible adventures and 
discoveries, art activities, music, drama and snacks.  
Such a fun filled four days!  Come to the Table 
invites children to see that God loves and 
welcomes all people and challenges them to share 
that same love and hospitality in their everyday 
lives.   

Please spread the word to neighbors, 
friends and family.  We hope to have 2 classes.  The 
Pre-K class will include ages 4 & 5 and the 
Elementary class for ages 6-10. Please call Jane at 
222-6974 or Billie at 222-1127 to register children 
prior to August 1. 

 

 

For Your Information……Check out the ALC website 
for more information on Sunday service bulletins and 
monthly newsletters.     www.alclivingston.org 

For more information regarding the Synod activities, 
resources, staff, etc. check out….. 
www.montanasynod.org    

www.elca.org We are church together and there is 
new information about Future Church with the ELCA. 

Flower Bed Care &TLC 

  Thank you to those of you assisting in watering 
the flower bed.  It is looking lovely! 

Coffee & Fellowship 
 
     As Park County, American Lutheran, and 
members of the congregation begin to move 
forward from Covid-19 restrictions, the council 
discussed bringing back coffee hour following 
worship.  There has been a “trial” period the last 
few Sundays and this fellowship has been well 
received.  The council has been providing the 
coffee and goodies and feel it is time to open this 
up for volunteers from the congregation.  There is 
a sign-up sheet on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary for those of you who feel comfortable 
and willing to provide coffee and simple goodies 
for our fellowship time.  Choose a Sunday that 
works best for you.  Keep the “goodies” simple, 
cookies, muffins, or quick breads is all that is 
needed.  We will continue to have fellowship 
upstairs in the back of the sanctuary. 
Thank you for considering volunteering for this 
joyful task. 

Christikon This Summer! 

Check out www.christikon.org for more 
information on adult and student programs this 
summer.  Since 1951, Christikon has been a 
special place for spiritual growth and renewal 
with friends, old and new; an intentional Christian 
community where all are welcome, chosen, 
cherished, loved, forgiven, redeemed, and made 
worthy by none other than Jesus Christ himself.  

Christikon is a place of joy that lifts up 
God’s gift of life. A place for you. You don’t have 
to be Lutheran to be at Christikon. Come with 
your questions, your doubts, your challenges, 
and joys.  

 
 
 

 



 
Here and Present 

By Linda Post Bushkofsky 
 

Have you ever eaten a meal with someone who 
was busy scrolling on her cellphone while (half-
heartedly, perhaps) participating in the meal?  Or maybe 
you’ve been in a meeting or Bible study – in-person or 
online – where a participant’s  attention was on his 
phone and not on the group’s discussion? 

The “present-but-not-really-present” 
phenomenon isn’t limited to situations involving a 
cellphone. Someone might be reading a book or 
newspaper at the breakfast table.  Or we might be in a 
conversation with someone who is obviously looking 
past us, not at us, searching for someone or something 
over our shoulder.  Or how many times have you found 
yourself distractedly thinking about a grocery list during 
a sermon or planning after-worship activities during the 
prayers.  Many are the times when we are not fully in the 
moment, paying attention to all that is in our presence. 

The opposite of the present-but-not-really-
present phenomenon is being present in the moment.  
Your own agenda is of no immediate consequence when 
you are present in the moment.  You are there, listening 
to and focusing on the friend across the table.  You are 
there, giving your full attention to the family member on 
the other end of the phone.  You are there, setting aside 
your worry over what has happened or your anxiety over 
what might happen.  You are there, just as Mary sat at 
the Lord’s feet, hanging on every word that Jesus spoke, 
you are present. 

It is hard and holy work to be present.  Being 
present requires us to concentrate on someone other 
than ourselves, setting aside ego and personal need.  
Being present requires us to silence the gaggle of issues 
and ideas running through our minds so we can focus on 
the words and the body language of the other. 

While we most often think of being present in 
interpersonal situations, we are called to be present in 
other settings too.  Have you ever driven somewhere, on 
a route you’ve covered many times before, only to arrive 
with little recollection of the drive?  I have.  It can be 
scary to realize that you were driving as if on autopilot. 

Or imagine taking a walk on a fine summer day.   
If you’re truly present in the walk, you’re likely to 

encounter bird song, the scent of honeysuckle or roses, 
the presence of irises or day lilies.  Maybe a baby bunny 
or frolicking squirrel will cross your path.  All are gifts of 
God’s good creation.  Consider all that you might miss on 
that walk if you’re interrupted by issues running through 
your mind. 

Many of us crave community after months of 
remaining physically distanced due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  As we reach out to one another in pandemic-
safe ways, we can strive to be present, mindful of each 
other, stripping away all distractions.  We see Jesus in 
one another, don’t we?  Then we want to be like Mary, 
hanging on every word.   

What are the ways you can be present with the 
other members in your congregation?  Consider a 
practice that supports your being present with others. 
 

 
 
Wisdom for the long haul.    By Catherine Malotky 
 
   O God, we need your wisdom.  The very difficult 
months of last year, months of uncertainty and so much 
loss, have prepared us for an opportunity to reground 
ourselves in the vision you have laid out for us. 
   Wisdom, you who were present at the creation, be 
present now.  We are so tempted in these days just to 
go on, to idolize the past, to downplay our losses, to 
defensively scoff at the very real challenges before us.  
Justice is hard.  Acceptance is hard.  The common good 
is hard.  Taking the long view is hard, especially when 
the “bird in the hand” is right there to grab.    
   Wisdom, slow us down.  Open us up to the abundance 
that surrounds us. To the many, many valid 
perspectives that we could welcome to our banquet of 
options. 
   Help us to trust the word you send.  Help us to do the 
simple things that will make a difference, even if they 
are “beneath” us or put at risk our place at the front of 
the line or involve rethinking long-held ways of being. 
   Wisdom, fix our eyes on the generations that will 
follow us and on the creatures that surround us.  
Ground our decisions in generosity and love, even when 
we are afraid.  Make us co-creators in a better world, 
for the long haul.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen



 

 
 

An Ongoing Circle of Love… 
Church Camps Can Change Lives 

  
By Kelsy Brown 

 
Lutheran summer camps are scattered across our denomination.  In fact, in seminary we would joke that our 

introductions frequently included the Lutheran outdoor ministry sites where we went as kids, served as staff and hoped 
to return as pastors.  The experiences one finds at church camp can drastically change whole trajectories – at least, they 
did for me. 

When I was a freshman in high school, I was painfully awkward.  I had glasses, was overweight and often wore a 
tutu to school.  My first week at Pinecrest Lutheran Leadership Ministries changed everything for me.  What was first 
marketed to me as a weeklong summer camp for high school and college-age kids in my synod helped me survive 
adolescence.  Pinecrest brought me back to myself and continues to do so to this day.  

The first summer I spent at Pinecrest, I was struggling beyond belief.  For seven days, I cried from the minute I 
got out of bed in the morning until my head hit the pillow at night.  My tears came not from homesickness or anxiety but 
from raw sadness.  I had been struggling.  I had lost a dear friend from childhood to illness, and I wasn’t doing well. 

What I remember most about my first week at Pinecrest was that no one tried to tell me to “suck it up”.  
Instead,  they just sat with me, held space for me while I cried and reminded me I wasn’t alone.  They didn’t care if I did 
the activities or sang the songs; they just wanted me to be all right. 

By the end of the week, despite the tears, I couldn’t imagine my life without these people who just let me feel 
my feelings.   People who reminded me that, when God sent Jesus to earth in a body, in flesh, it was so the very heart of 
God could feel things too. 

When the tears stopped and I got out of my own head, the fun began.  Our Bible and leadership classes began to 
infiltrate my thinking, and I could see the wheels in my brain spinning.  That week, I heard for perhaps the first time that 
God loved all of me, not just the façade I was putting on for the world.  I was able to walk around in all my identities and 
not be ashamed for them but be celebrated. 

The magic of church camp, really all of Lutheran outdoor ministries, is that we can, even if just for a moment, be 
our full and complete selves.  I danced hard, laughed till all hours of the morning and fell so completely head-over-heels 
in love with this community that I stuck around for 10 more years. 

Later, while I was serving as a cabin leader for Pinecrest, it was my privilege to watch high school and college-
age young people come together and see what God was unfolding before them on the soccer field, in the cabin during 
devotions or in leadership classes.  I’ve watched kids learn how to speak truth to power, how to remind people of their 
beloved-ness and how to have a good time in the midst of it all. 

One of my favorite activities takes place in the dining hall, and, no, I’m not talking about meals.  That’s where we 
“dance it out” and sing at the top of our lungs.  In fact, we sing many songs at camp that stay in your head for weeks or 



months afterward.  Even 14 years later, Pinecrest songs and their lyrics remain etched on my heart, including, “The circle 
of love goes around, around.  The circle of love goes around.   Reach out, grab a hand – someone needs you as the circle 
of love goes around.” 

In a world that would have us divided, what a blessing it is to be reassured that all you have to do is reach out a 
hand or call on a friend and you’re saved.  I met my partner at Pinecrest.  I met my best friends.  I met future colleagues 
and a fair share of bishops.  I met my vocation, my sense of purpose in the world.  Most importantly, I met God face to 
face at Pinecrest.  When the tears finally stopped, I could hear God calling, and I haven’t looked back since.   

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries facilities are places where God kneels down and reminds us that we are never truly 
alone in out struggles.  I’m confident that lives are changed for the better at church camp because I know mine was.  It is 
an ever-expanding circle of love for all of God’s children. 

 
 

Have a lovely and enjoyable summer! 
 
 

 

 
 
 

American Lutheran Church would like to wish you and your family a  
Happy and Safe 4th of   July!!!

 



American Lutheran Church
Statement of Financial Position Summary For All Funds as of 05/31/2021

Assets
General Funds
American Bank Checking 18,050.92$              
ELCA Money Market 286045 255,714.39$            
American Bank Savings 5,282.17$                
Accounts Receivable (0.20)$                      

TOTAL General Funds 279,047.28$                

Endowment Funds
ELCA Endowment Fund - E272580 31,506.58$              
Thrivent Mutual Funds Endowment Funds 18,142.40$              
Mission Endowment  MM Fund 9794 19,317.00$              

TOTAL Endowment Funds 68,965.98$                  

Total Assets 348,013.26$                

Liabilities
Visa Cfedit Card -$                         
Payroll Taxeal 89.78$                     
ELCA Montana Synod 1,635.60$                
HRDC Warming Center 335.00$                   
Estate Gifts 7,277.43$                
Sunday School Memorials 198.94$                   
 Unrestricted Memorials 1,385.00$                

Total Liabilities 10,921.75$                  

Total Net Assets 337,091.51$            

Total Liabilities + Net Assets 348,013.26$            

American Lutheran Church
Revenue/Expense Report  for  YTD May 31,  2021

APR 2021 YTD 2021
Account
Revenues
    General Contributions Revenue $8,206.00 $31,977.00
    ALC Building Usage Revenue $0.00 $0.00
    Bank Interest $831.24 $4,180.27
    Thrivent Choice Auto Deposit $0.00 $287.00

Total Revenues $9,037.24 $36,444.27

Expenditures
    Building Maintenance Expense $0.00 $212.52
    Charities Expense $200.00 $1,000.00
    Convention Expense $0.00 $0.00
    ELCA Benevolence Expense $820.60 $3,197.70
    Insurance $2,497.50 $4,995.00
    Misc. Expense Account $0.00 $20.00
    Office Expenses $369.23 $954.27
    Outreach $0.00 $90.16
    Supply Pastor $759.60 $3,294.20
    Staff Taxes/Insurance $17.60 $437.39
    Staff Salaries $230.00 $922.00
    Telephone/Internet Expense $118.03 $588.03
    Utilities $377.79 $3,198.32
    Worship/Education Expenses $145.70 $862.30
    Bank Service Charges $0.00 $20.00
Total Expenditures $5,536.05 $19,791.89

Total Revenues $9,037.24 $36,444.27
Total Expenditures $5,536.05 $19,791.89

Net Revenues $3,501.19 $16,652.38



 


